MOOO-ve Over, Cows Abound at Fair
Sussex County once had more cows than people, and that seems almost possible again when you visit the Livestock Area of the Fair.  Cattle are definitely a major part of the Fair, with shows on seven of its ten days.  In addition, the Milking Parlor, sponsored by Farmland Dairies, has cows being milked daily.

The first weekend features beef cattle.  Bigger than dairy cows, beef cattle are also less docile, making for an interesting Beef Obstacle Course on Friday, Aug. 6th.  The Beef Show will take place Saturday and Sunday, August 7th & 8th.  Fairgoers will find pole barns and the Livestock Pavilion chock full of cattle in competition.  If you listen to the judges’ comments, you can tell what is valued in each class, and why the ribbons are given.
Tuesday, August 10th begins the day in the Livestock Pavilion with the 4-H Cow Kids Showmanship class.  Cow Kids is a 4-H prep club, in existence over 20 years.  Two generations of kids have practiced leading calves- cows for the adventurous- and perfected the technique: control of your animal and eye on the judge.

The Junior Dairy show debuts on Wednesday, August 11th.  Bona fide 4-H members compete for showmanship and best of show awards.  After the serious competition is over, the evening begins with the 4-H Calf Dressing Contest.

Cows come in all shapes and sizes and colors.  On Thursday, August 12th the Color Breed Dairy Show is for dairy cows in shades of brown or red.  Jerseys, Guernseys, Ayrshires, and Brown Swiss are just a few of the breeds that are featured in the show.

Holsteins, those ubiquitous black and white cows in Sussex County fields, have their own separate show all day Friday.  The Holstein Show is open to farmers in Orange County, New York as well, so the homegrown entries can face stiff competition.
After seeing all those cows, fairgoers can satisfy a craving for cold milk by visiting the Snook Museum General Store, where milk is sold.

Cows and Sussex County are together again for the ten days of the Fair. 
